
St. Mark Seeker’s Study Guide 

Revelation: The Hebrew Scriptures, Jesus Christ and the 
Church 
Our video this week spoke about the story of Israel. At the Easter Vigil this story is present 
in the numerous readings from the Hebrew Scriptures of the Old Testament. These readings 
are the context for the life and death of Jesus the Christ. The Hebrew scriptures were the 
bible for Jesus of Nazareth. Consider the religion of Israel in more detail, starting with 
Abraham. 

Abraham 

God made three promises, a covenant, with Abram when he said, “Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father's house to the 

1. land that I will show you.  
2. And I will make of you a great nation, and  
3. I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those 

who bless you, and him who curses you I will curse; and by you all the families of the earth 
shall bless themselves.” Genesis 12:1-3 

Covenant 

§ A Covenant is an agreement. God promises Abraham that “I will establish my covenant 
between me and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an 
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you.” Genesis 17:  

§ Circumcision: The covenant is not written on paper, but on the bodies of the males of 
Israel. “This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your 
descendants after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised.” Genesis 17: 10 

§ The Torah (The Law):  Moses came to the descendants of Israel and added the Law to the 
covenant. This is the Law or the Torah referred to in the New Testament. "Blessed are 
those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the Lord" (Ps 119: 1) 

The Prophets 

The Prophets like Ezekiel were the great ethical teachers of Israel, concerned primarily with justice. 
They admonished the unjust and the idolaters and taught the people to observe the law and "... 
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write it down in their sight, so that they may observe and perform all its laws and all its ordinances" 
(Ez. 43: 11). 

The Priests and Levites 

The law was entrusted to the priests and levites. “And Moses wrote this law, and gave it to the 
priests the sons of Levi, who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and to all the elders of 
Israel.” Deuteronomy 31: 9 As you reflect on the following aspects and concepts from the faith of 
Israel, consider how Jesus Christ, a Jew, them and offers them to us: 

§ Ritual: The Psalms were the ancient ritual hymns of Israel sang both in the temple, 
synagogue and while on pilgrimage. “O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, For his 
steadfast love endures forever. O give thanks to the God of gods, For his steadfast love 
endures forever.” Psalm 136: 1 – 3 

§ Obedience: Submission to the law was required so that God would not be angered. “If your 
brother, the son of your mother, or your son, or your daughter, or the wife of your bosom, or 
your friend who is as your own soul, entices you secretly, saying, "Let us go and serve other 
gods,"... you shall not yield to him or listen to him, nor shall your eye pity him, nor shall you 
spare him, nor shall you conceal him; but you shall kill him; your hand shall be first against 
him to put him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the people. You shall stone him to 
death with stones, because he sought to draw you away from the Lord your God...” 
Deuteronomy 13: 6 – 11 How was Jesus obedient? If he was obedient, why was he 
crucified?  

§ Internal Conversion of Heart: External observance of the law was insufficient. It had to be 
followed from the heart. “Create in me a clean heart, O God, And put a new and right spirit 
within me. Cast me not away from thy presence, And take not thy holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of thy salvation, And uphold me with a willing spirit.” Psalm 51: 10 – 
12 

§ Hearing: The law was to be proclaimed and heard by Israel. Shema, the great prayer of 
Israel means, “to hear. ”Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord; and you shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.” 
Deuteronomy 6: 4 – 5 

§ Believing: Hearing was not enough, you had to believe and do the law. “Hear me, Judah 
and inhabitants of Jerusalem! Believe in the Lord your God, and you will be established; 
believe his prophets, and you will succeed.” 2 Chronicles 20: 20b 

§ Fear the Lord your God: Reverence for God was part of love of God and required action. 
“Fear the Lord your God, you and your son and your son's son, by keeping all his statutes 
and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life; and that your days 
may be prolonged.” Deuteronomy 6: 2 

§ Love of Neighbor: The law ordered love of neighbor. Jesus said that love of God and 
neighbor were the two most important commands of the law. You shall not hate your brother 
in your heart ... but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. Leviticus 19: 17 
– 18 

§ Holiness: The people were to be holy, that is, set aside from the Lord. And the Lord said to 
Moses, "Say to all the congregation of the people of Israel, You shall be holy; for I the Lord 
your God am holy." Leviticus 19: 1 – 2 
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§ The problem of Sin:  Sin is the problem, of course. People know what they are supposed 
to do, but don’t do it. From the time of Adam and Eve scripture observes, all of the children 
of Abraham had "sinned and gone astray" (Ps 14: 3), 

§ Atonement for Sin:  Sacrifice was required to atone for sin. Then Moses said to Aaron, 
'Draw near to the altar, and offer your sin offering and your burnt offering, and make 
atonement for yourself and for the people. Leviticus 9: 7a 

§ Repentance from Sin: Sacrifice alone was not enough. The sinner must repent. “For I 
know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee only, have I 
sinned, and done that which is evil in thy sight, so that thou art justified in thy sentence and 
blameless in thy judgment.” Psalm 51: 3 -4 

§ Turning from Sin and Sacrifice: This admittance of guilt, however, could not be a mere 
mental confession, but required a turning away from all sources of temptation and their "evil 
ways" (2 Kgs 17: 13). Sacrifice would be offered, “But you shall seek the place which the 
Lord your God will choose out of all your tribes to put his name and make his habitation 
there; thither you shall go, and thither you shall bring your burnt offerings and your 
sacrifices, your tithes and the offering that you present, your votive offerings, your freewill 
offerings, and the firstlings of your herd and of your flock.” Deuteronomy 12: 5 – 6 

§ Priesthood:  Originally the first-born sons of each family within the people of God were to 
serve as the priests of this ritual atonement, but also as a result of Israel's rebellion with the 
Golden Calf, God rejected the first-borns and replaced them with the Aaronic and Levitical 
priesthoods (Lev 4:20) 

§ Hope: God always called his people to hope. "For I know the plans I have for you, says the 
Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope" (Jer 29: 11). 

§ Restoration: God promised to restore the people if they remained faithful. “For I will take 
you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into your own 
land ... you shall dwell in the land which I gave to your fathers; and you shall be my people, 
and I will be your God.” Ezekiel 36: 24, 28 

§ Messiah: God promised, starting with King David, that his heir would reign forever over 
Israel. The Lord would give them a Messiah who would be “one shepherd, my servant 
David, and he will feed them." (Ez 34: 23). 

§ Fulfillment over all nations: God’s promises would be fulfilled before all nations. “And I will 
vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and 
which you have profaned among them; and the nations will know that I am the Lord, says 
the Lord God, when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes.” Ez. 36: 23 

§ Clean Hearts:  God would cleanse the hearts of his people. “I will sprinkle clean water upon 
you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will 
cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will take 
out of your flesh the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances.” 
Ezekiel 36: 25 - 27 

Consider this outline of the religion of Israel as you review the readings for the 
Easter vigil 

 
Old Testament Readings from Holy Saturday at the Easter Vigil in the Holy Night of Easter 

From the Torah 
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Reading 1 at the Easter Vigil: Genesis 22:1-18 God is the Creator and has power over the nature 
he has created. 

§ What does Jesus do that expresses power over creation? See: Mk. 4:35-41 (Jesus calms 
the sea); Jn. 11:38 (Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead) ; Mk. 5:21-43; (Jairus’ daughter 
raised)  Mt. 14:31-21 (Jesus multiplies the loaves and fishes); Lk. 7:48 (Jesus forgives sins) 

Reading 2 at the Easter Vigil: Genesis 22:1-18 Consider Christ’s references to Abraham in the 
New Testament. 

• Abraham and Lazarus Lk. 16:19-31 The rich man calls out to Lazarus as he lays in the 
bosom of Abraham. 

• Sons of Abraham Matthew 3:9 “Out of these stones God can raise up children of Abraham” 
• St. Paul and Abraham in Romans 4:1-3 “What then can we say that Abraham found, our 

ancestor according to the flesh?  Indeed, if Abraham was justified on the basis of his works, 
he has reason to boast; but this was not so in the sight of God.  For what does the scripture 
say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 

• Why do you think these readings are read at the Easter Vigil? 

Other Readings that are used at the Easter Vigil 

Reading 3: Exodus 15:15-15:1 When does Jesus do what God does? Mk. 4:35-41 (Jesus calms 
the sea); 
Reading 4: Isaiah 54:5-14   
Reading 5: Isaiah 55:1-11  
Reading 6: Baruch 3:9-15, 32  
Reading 7 Ezekiel 36:16-17a, 18-28  
 

 


